Fundamental Theology Fall 2008
The Process of Doing Theology
I. Strict Logic

A. Intro

To connect facts in a true and productive chain it is necessary to maintain a continuous stream of clear thought and valid logic.  Aristotle listed about a dozen fallacies in which people commonly fall, and so ‘short-circuit’ the reasoning process.  Unfortunately, many people do not notice the problems and are swept away by a false argument.  This is a MAJOR PROBLEM today.

We have courses in “Critical Thinking” but this is not the same as “Truthful Thinking” or “Valid Thinking.”  Many cynics are well-armed rhetorically but pitiably poor in wisdom and truth.  Scripture commentaries and systematic theology, in particular, are plagued by poor reasoning, which becomes a sloppy rationalization and cover-up for falsehood and wild guesswork.

B. Stumbling

1. Adding inappropriate qualifiers

a) More restrictive than need be

b) Looser than necessary

(1) Example: 

This is the knowledge of Jesus Christ, from which source the authority and the understanding of all Sacred Scripture flow. Hence, no one can begin to comprehend it, unless that person has first been infused with faith in Christ - the lamp, the door, and the very foundation of all Scripture.6
6 For Bonaventure all of God's self-communication takes place through the mystery of the divine Word, the self-expression of the Father's fontal goodness, through whom all things were created; in Jesus Christ this eternal Word has been outwardly expressed in space and time. Christ is thus the "abbreviated Word" whose life and death sum up everything God wished to reveal.

[NOTE] The translator adds “self-“ when no such term is given by SB.  Such at term is foreign to both SB and a more refined view of exactly what and how God is communicating with human beings. The translator fuzzes the image with the addition of “through the mystery of,” and the addition of ‘self-expression’ infers a kind of heretical slant (Eunomian). Hebrews has “character.” The term “abbreviated Word” finds no place in all of the work, and is a grossly twisted image of SB’s masterpiece.

c) Mixing categories

2. Exaggerated relations

a) Similar=Equal

b) Indicates or infers=proves 

c) helps to understand = cannot be understood apart from

3. Misuse of technical term

a) infer=imply [technical math term]

b) class quality=nature [metaphysical term]

4. Blurring terms, false equivalents

a) From St. Bonaventure, Breviloquium
In these words, the great “doctor of the Gentiles and preacher of truth," filled with the Holy Spirit as a chosen and sanctified instrument,2 discloses the source, procedure, and purpose of Holy Scripture, which is called theology.3
3
Bonaventure uses here an earlier Scholastic terminology that identified Christian theology with Scripture. Further on (pt. 1, chap. 1), he distinguishes another sense of theology, i.e., systematic reflection  on God's revelation.

NOTES: SB does NOT “identify” Scripture with theology, as if the only theology were Scripture, but its “source, procedure, and purpose.”  In other words, theology is not Scripture itself (as this translator falsely asserts) but Scripture is certainly theology, and theology is about seeking the source, following a right procedure, and arriving at the purpose of Scripture.
